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Prohibited Items Changes

Small scissors with a cutting edge four inches or less are
allowed through the checkpoint and into the cabin of an
aircraft.

Screwdrivers, wrenches, pliers and other tools seven
inches or less in length are permitted. All tools greater
than seven inches in length, as well as all crowbars,
drills, drill bits, hammers and saws continue to be
prohibited.

At the Security Checkpoint

Screening of passengers

» The refined pat-down procedure includes a screening
from the shoulder to wrist. Exposed skin or clothes
that clearly reveal there is not a threat will not require
screening. Throughout the process, TSOs will
communicate with the passenger, and private
screenings are available upon request.

Passengers may also be selected randomly for an
additional search. These searches are straightforward
for passengers, but add complexity to those who would
wish to exploit our system. By design, a traveler will
not experience the same search every time he or she
flies. These searches include:

Shoe screening

Hand wanding of passengers
Pat-down procedures

Carry-on bag searches
Explosives Trace Portal machines

Why Has TSA Changed the Security Process?

In the past, security measures at every airport were standard. Whether you were a
frequent flyer or a potential terrorist, you knew what to expect. With recent changes to
security procedures, that predictability no longer applies. The new procedures are easy
for passengers to navigate, but difficult for terrorists to manipulate. They include new
random searches of passengers and their carry-on bags as well as a refined pat-down

and an updated prohibited items list.

Amending the prohibited items list to permit certain low-risk, high-volume items
through the screening checkpoint allows TSA to focus resources to identify and pre-
vent more serious threats such as explosives from passing through the checkpoint.

Visit TSA’s Web site, www.tsa.gov, before you
travel for up-to-date travel-related and security
information.

Leave your lighters at home.

If your bag is opened for inspection, it

may be difficult to repack the same way or to
close. Don't overstuff your carry-on or checked
baggage.

If you require extra time during screening or
have special needs, be sure to let the security

officer know before you begin your screening.
Talk to children about the screening process
before arriving at the airport so they won't be
frightened or surprised.



